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Left, Le Couvent des
Minimes, Below: a
bathroom in the convent
at Four Seasons Hotel

' Gettheetoa"unnery Firenze; a hallway in

 Keep it quict - converted convents make chic hotels - JRRISTELEA
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ne 17th-century Le Couvent des Minimes in Provance,
once run by the Order of Minims wihio tived entirely, off
the land. has been transformed into a charming 46-
room hotel and spa. opening this May. Drawing on its
heritage, the hotel kiichen uses local ingredients

and the spa incorporaies the region’s flora in s products.
Also gating from the 17ih century. the recently opened

Le Couvent d'Hérépian in Languedoc s an mbmate and
surprisingly affordabls 13-suite boutigue hotel Each suite
has a smail kiichen, and guesis are encouraged io explore
the nearby food marksts. In Brisges, e Kempinski Hotel

Dukes' Palace wzs originally built for rovalty in 1428 but

windows and 15th-century paintings have been sensitively
incorporated in s [alest incarnation as 2 93-room hatel
And in Italy. the much-beraided Four Seasons Hotel Firenze
occupies bwe listed buldings set in huge gardens: a palzzzo,
which has just opened, and a restored convent with vaulted
ceilings, friezes and frescoss. which will open igter in the
year as a 3/-room, private-hoiel-w.ithin-a-hotel. TOBI COHEN
Le Couvent des Minimes (www.couvenidesminmes-holelspa.com). Doutles from £150
Le Couvent d'Hérépian {www.coLventhersepian.com). Suifes from £104

Kempinski Hotel Dukes’ Palace (wwiw kempinski-bruges com). Doubles from €185
Four Seasons Hotel Firenze {wwwfourseasons.com/florence). Doubles from €550



