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Looking for an unusual
French property? A former
convent or monastery could
be the order of the day,
says Helena Frith Powell

i % = ] e
n A Time to Keep Silence by Patrick Leigh Fes- L e '. e Z': A '. _:' i :. .
mor, published im 1957, ihe wiiter and adven i T ok T LA e
wrer describes hiz s1y3 In monasteries In France.
He had s fall in with the rhythm of vespers and
endure mealiimes when nohody spoke o each e
other — not everybody's 1dea of a perfect holiday.

Thess days, however, some Britons are teming .

FL‘EI-.IL'HI“'? relipions IiEiIdings. im0 sm.la:;J - homes

ghbough a vow of sibence is one original famre they

ane not keepine. h"_"j

Such a conversion has besn compleied by Lizze
Bens-{zosling, 54, and her girlftéend, All Ballantyme,

51, bath fmemedy of Brighton, who five years ago w
bought sm old conwent in southern Framce, “The fact
that wa wers tad wiomen seemed dght™ Ballamymne
says, “We got the defindle feeling, especially amang
the older generation in the village. that fi made senss
thar & convent 1 be ocoopied by women.™ -

Thee couple Hee 3 Le Courvent, in the Languedoc
village of Eoujan, a 15-minote drive northeast of
Béziers. Buili m sbomt 1650, the propery was
dosaied 1o the church in the esrly 19th century by a
rich, devout spinsier. and was varioushy a religioss
schoal, a retirement bome and a convent before belng
apctioned off by the synod of Monmpelller 17 vears
ago, It was bought by a French couple wiin staned
comverting it, bat sold up when they divorned.

Bans-Gealing and Ballantyme came across the neo-
sinrey hame, which they mun as a B&R, by accident.
They first visited the region for 8 wodding, and
liked It 50 pmch, they decided @ book a1 propemies @
by, “Some friends of ours said there was & hoose
for sale with our name on it,” Betis-Gosling Tﬂmlis
“They made us come over and look af i, and ®
was Jove at first sight We didn't even look ar ary-
thing ¢lse.”

The "camiplete wredk” cogr £250,000, and anather
EHL000 has been spent on renpwvaBions. “We ve put
In beams. floors, elecidclry, drains, waier, fve
bathrooms 2nd a swimming pool with a chemical-
free 1dtravinlet system, and cremed a garden”

There i5 something special about lving in & con-
vint, Balbssyme claims. *We bave 2 60 Madonna on
the rood, which marks oot this huilding 25 religoes
oT, 8t the very least, ow of the ordinary, Occasionadly,
people find ber spooky, bur Lisie and [ lowe her —
she feels like something of an honour. She has her
hend extended o the gwie, w0 welcome people m,
and she cervsindy weboomed o

“We worry about her being strock by lighining,
and right now we'te complsiely stymied by what we
shoubd do abour the swarm of bees ther has decided
I miake 3 eesl in ber arm”

Belore and moee Beitish buyers ar= contemplating a
new life in France’s former religious budldings, as
l:lrdE‘El_E and dioceses sell ':'ﬂ: property. ~Religlous A B Madosna presudes over Dl formee
buildmgs hawe been coming o the market with comvenl im soulbermn Framce Uat Licde
increased reguladty over the years, partly due o Hebts-Gading, Brinw i
the high meinenance and penovetion ooss,” says BaBlantyne, bedow feft F
Faul Humphreys, a partner in wrech for E250,000 fwe years apo
Knight Frank’s imbermationsd
depanment. “They ama il
faarly rare, thoogh, so you
need to be patdent. They ane
aflea slone I'.luﬂ-'J:_m_.m. whicly
are popular with  British
tuyers, =nd the smaller
ones msike ideal somes and
businesses, becanse there
are often ouotnsldngs that
can be med inlo giien”

That i5 just what Loaise
Badlgy, 53, and her boy-
friend, Smart  Boddden,
4% 3 fommer ssamming
reacher, have done with &
one-bedroomn  coftage in
the 4,00d square mesrs
garden of & former con-
vent, which they boughe
five years ago. “We
nad just hed eoough
ol Lomdon,” =ays Badey,

i
i

Th - - whn was working for a poumier company at the ime
‘ inese hli!lﬂirl 5 '“H’ !' E 5o we stamed kooking for an shematlve. We lnoled

In the Lakee DEsieict, Eent and Linoolnshare, then we
: thought about France. We shought about the lifie
1T-=1 g n &n

u_&l.iﬂiq.JE sense E"‘F style, the value for money snd i pacs of 16"
They were abaut 1o give up oo the idea and opt for
i o a house in Bailey's bome county, Martbuemberland,
pEa{E :E'I"Id It Wo u d - when they sxw Le Viemx Couvenr, In the village ol
Desiar, absoist S0 eniles nocth of Bondesiax, “We dxdn't
even koow Bt was an abd convent at the time,” Bziley
says, The agent used another name for i B we
kxew it was the fght place for us the minute we
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mered ivo the drive. We both gt gooss busnss sad
said “This is it', before we'd even gone inside.”

Thez couple pald £65 000 for the three-siorey, five-
bedroom hooss, which was boillt i 1762 and
extended inn 1853, The cottage & thaught i have pro-
vided sheler for pilgrime

The propeny hadn’ changed hands for nware
than 30 years. “H was like 2 19705 revival had taken
place here. There were pinks and wrquolses
over; the beams were paimed a glossy green. [t
ok uf. four dns with a ondblaster o get it
looking amywhere near decent.” Bailley estimates

that they bave spent an lesst £40,000 on rencvating
and redecorating

“This is very much & home and buslness™ she
says. “But now kad again, you oome Scrods remin-
ders of what it used g0 be, In the cellar, there is 2
Eoarded-up ctrcle, which I am told 1= the enfrance i
an undesgrovnd possage that beads wo the dhurch
across the road, When we were doing excavations
for the temace of the cottages, we found some old
coirs: ane was Britigh, from e 19h cenbury, snd
the ather Spanish, from Cuesn Iabella Ty reign,
dated 18437

Karl and Anita D'Handon, fop, with their thres
children, rum 8 business renovating old religious
buildings such as Le Couvent d'Hérépian, above

Some people like mming such propertdes inso
homes 0 much, i has become & full-lime job. Karl
O'Hanbare, 35, and his wibs, Anitz, ™, moved 1o the
Languedoc with their three children mwo years ago.
With 2 local panmer, they run Garrigae [nwestisge-
ments, which specalioss in Sustainable sourismn amd
mming ald buildmgs indo boutque hosels -

In the village of Hésdplan, shoat an bowr's drive
fromy MontpelSer and the Meditsmanean * coast,
they ars convering a {Fh-cenmary convent imo 8
bomtique katel, due o open In August: they are alzo
warking oo an 1Elb-century Bormer Cistercdan
nonasiery in the village of Rinls, in the Canoux
meuniaing of the high Languedoc,

“They have a Jat af sdvamages” says OHanlon,
who is negotiating to buy a toastal abbey as well
“First, thelr locstlon & npormally superb: thiey are
either in the méddle af the villsge or in gres besty
spois. Alm, they wene designed o be @lm, Having
beem bulls aroand the refigious commeuandtles thar they
hiosed, they pend o hase a ser of bedrooens arsand 2
central common aree, which consists of 2 bounge,
refeciory or chapel. [t makes them kieal as botels.”

Bun there are down Sdes: the convent walls, for
example, are a metre thick, so changing room dimen-
stons can be challenging. *Sourcing neeerials o com-
plement the ancent can 5o be difficult, and you o
eashy stray imbo pastiche, Finding the right 4l i
for the comvent took momibs, but, eve y, we
think we ended up with sione from the same quary.”

O"Handon belleves it |5 imponiand o sock close w
the orginal look and feel wherever possihle, “We
willl defirdtely preserve some of the religious feel, the
tranguilliny and calm. The gift these buildings bring
12 & urlgque serse of peace, and it would be ciminal
to change that ™
B L& Coument; 00 55 & 6F 26 64 57, .

o, ooy, Lowdee Badey: 00 33 5 45 67 29 87,
mwuer ertanourent. ook Geriger [roentemeniss
wanp gemgge fomw, Le Coupent dHémdman;

S, DT RSN o

Dordagne: This formar priory In Blron has
bean lowingly restored, | stll has Hs
original oak doors and Caams, &5 well as
flagsione floors. Buill Batwesn 1439 and
15124t haused six priests senving a local
chaieau, and has sevan bedreoms, Baven
bathrooma and three reception foams.
For zale for E853,000, with Knightt Frank:
020 FEXD BT, wew knightfrankco.uk

Let: This four-bedroom canvant near
Prayszas dabes from 1780, and &s
owmers have spent 14 years restoring
%, 1 I oy amyihing ot austana,

with 1w large receplion rooms, an
ijl-"hph.l'l kitchen, a ey, 3 haated
swimming pood 8nd a low-maintenanse
walkad gardan.

For safe for E3E5,000, with Franch
Comnectians: 00 33 5 65 30 68 47,
Wi frenefreonnactions. oo uk

Liibésrenz This 18th-carury former consant
i g8 arcund a small cowtvard gerden,
it neads ranovating, but hes

i be cormvertad imbo si Tiats. N s owtside
ith willage of Lourmarin.

Far safa for LI6E.000, with Provencs
Socvater 00 33 4 37 52 80 84,

Charewte: This restored fourbedroam
house on the outskirts of Villeools-Lavalers
waE once part of an ancient camant,

i has thres raception rooms, ong with

a sione fireplace carved with the ahell
mepf of 5% Jacques, & walled ganden

and a secluded swimming poal,

For sale for 225, 7O, wilf L

immpintiey; AEF0 0T 5957,

Wi frenchestatesganis som




