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PROPERTY: ABROAD

JANE SLADE meets a
British family who have

moved to and established

a business in France
before selling their

homes in the UK. And
with news of the local
distillery getting a
makeover, they are well
placed to henefit

HE MEDIEVAL town of
Pézenas in the wine-rich
Languedoc region of
France is one of those fairytale
places with cobbled streets and
old stone buildings buttressed by
mountaing, sea and rolling hills,

Once the home to 17th-century
playwright Moliére, its quiet
courtyards and antigue shops have
lured British and [rish buyers over
the years, seduced by the vine-clad
hills, temperate climate and
proximity to lively historic towns
such as Carcassonne, Perpignan
and Montpellier.

Such has been the magnetic charm
of Pézenas that an entire f from
Wakefield have put their UK homes
on the market and set up shop,
literally, on the town's main street.

Matalie Leach, her sister Gemma,
her husband Lee and their two-year-
old daughter have opened a tea room
enticing locals with their English
hotpots, toasted teacakes and
butlered scones,

“None of us was _
happy in our jobs and
ever had any money™

savs “master haker”
atalie, who left a sales

job in Wakefield.

“My sister and I got to
know the area after my
parents bought a holiday
home here in 2001, We
used to come and stay
and have Jusi fallen in
love with the place,

“*Pézenas reminds me
a lot of York, with its
cobbled streets,
pedestrianised areas and
medieval architecture
but, unlike York, it is
surrounded by vineyards
and just 20 minutes from
the beach and hills, It also
has its own microclimate
with more than 300 days of
EIJﬁI‘Fjl!:llima a}f}aar. lovely and friendly

“The people are lo and fr
here tﬂﬂpid we have fu::lr.md aqual
numbers of French and English have
been visiting our shop. All the teas
are from Taylors of Harrogate and as
well as teacakes we sell soups, hotpots
and sandwiches. We are very busy.

“There are guile a few Brits here
s0 we do good business in the shop
as we supply lots of the foods they
can't get in the UK such as Marmite,
baked beans, crisps, bacon and
sausages, [t is going very well al:u:l
we are very committed to smﬂng

The family, who had no experience
of running a shop before, are lucky
to be able to stay in their parents
holiday home while they wail for
their properties to sell: a three-
bedroom terraced house for £150,000
and two-bedroom terraced home for
£120,000. They are both in the same
street in Wakefield and being sold
through Richard Kendall
(www richardkendall.co.uk).

“We are definitely keen to buy here

once we sell our homes,” adds
Natalie. “We reckon we can get more
for our money here, depending on
the exchange rate.”

One development likely to boost
the area's desirability comprises

ents being created out of the

local medieval distillery, a thumping
big building in a 45-acre plot that
haﬂnz‘t roduced a of aleohol in

tﬁ.m a0 yea:sdr'?'ﬁanks to Cecile
aﬂd Miguel Espada, the husband-
and-wife team behind Garrigae
Resorts, new life is to be breathed
back into the old stones.

La Distillerie des Templiers is
being converted into an upmarket
private enclave of 40 stylish
apartments of which 30 are for sale;
12 studios, 14 one-beds and four
two-beds with Medilerranean
gardens, terraces and courtyards.

All the properties will be
characteristic of Garrigae's projects:
spacious and hxurious with tlle sort

of facililies you would expect for the
p]i‘].t:ﬂ private spa, outdoor peol,
gourmet brasserie, rooftop cocktail
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Selling like hot cakes

terrace and piano bar Interiors will
incorporate local stone, iron
and wood materials and be decorated
in chic, warm Mediterranean hues.

Building starts next spring and
completion is aimed for the second
quarter of 2011.

Garrigae is an award-winning
French developer that specialises in
renovating historic buildings in the
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10 of the apartments himself.
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South of France. Those that bear the

- housebuilder's quality hallmark

include a 17th-century convent that

15 now a boutigue hotel residence

and a 16th-century abbey.
It is currently reviving an
18th-century chateau near the Mldl
Pyrenees and has projects
on the Cote d'ﬁzur and in I‘.IEE Alps.
“We created Garrigae as an
expression of our passion for the
South of France and to ensure the
beauty and heritage of the region
continues to be enjoyed by future
eneratmns e S8YS el, whose
have been in d in wine-
making and construetion in the area
for several generations.
To assure buyers of his
commitment to the distill

! project
and its management, he is

eping

L Ihtrté;ﬁrﬂpwﬁes are currently
offFplan af Distillerie
des Templiers. Prices, including

|| furniture, start from €170,000

(£143,200) for o studio rising to

TEA'S UP:
Matalie (In
whita) with
Gk L=
and their
daughter at
thelr café
in Pézenas.
The nearby
distillery,
left,
stopped
brewing a
long time
ago but Is
about to be
converted
into luxury
apartments.

490,000 (£413,300) for a tuwo--
bedroom unit with hot tub.
All jes are sold
through the government eback

and fax exemption system,
guaranteeing rental refurns aver a
20-year period of up to 4.76 per cent
gross ing on usage.

Chirners can also swap weeks
w:th mty the other five Garrigae

which will soon include o
5?1:1 in, si[n out development in
Switzerland. For mare information
visit WU garrigoe. com or mil
0871 218 2103,

There are several international
airports within easy distance from
Pézenas including Montpellier,
Pegumﬂn f"-":m-es Carcassonne
and Ryanair’s rtewly launched
service from Luton to Béziers.

Eurotunnel crossings start
from £49 one-way for a car and
all passengers. Book online at
i eurotunnel com or call
08705 353535,

To get the best prices book ear
i fravel outside queulc



