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wirs - making it a sensibla choics for
Britons" 4 Leach says.

Pierre & Vacaners has seen Hritish
baryers focusing again on the Alps -
in particular, the groug’s new devel-
orments in e resarts of Avrorizz and
Flaine. But closer-to-home locations
such as Normandy have seen anup-
Lift Is inderest from Drits,

5o, witl: the market licking along
and prices beghining to tise in some
lscaticaras, where are the French bar-
gaing to be had? The Languedoc-
Rotssillon region is nestled between
Provence and the g, aned B at-
tracting interest from British bayers
wanting the French lifesryle bt oot
at preminm prices, “This is the au-
thentic south of France: you have the
wing, the heritage, close proximity
skiinginthe Pyrenees, and the besch-
5 afthe Mediterranean,™ says Daniel
Martin, senior real-estate adviser at
Garrigae (Garrigae.com) which is
opening twonesy desclopments these,

Thefirst development ar Chiteau
de Ja Redoste offers 14 apartments
and Zi thres- and four-bedroom vil-
s from €200,000 upwards. Iroperty
iz bought through leasehack, which
means that, for the Mt oine years,

fela ot

theowner has the right of residence
anywhere from four weeks to hall a
veesn, bt the lovel of guarantee] rental
return they pet will depend on the
uzage option selactad.

I yo want an ] retarm of 3.1
peraent, ther v e b G bo just
four waeks"usage. If you want to stay
i the property for 10weeks, then re-
turns will be lower at 2.1 par cent.”
Cramiers and guesits at the chitesu haoe
access toalarge communal pool, site
restaisrut, bar and spa, Similardy, bug-
ars af the second development at La
istillerie des Templices have acoess
o i spa, pool, restaurant and bar, s
well as 5 jyrm and smnning gardens
Privesstart st 130,000 for studios and
e o €450,000 for two-bed luxury
apartments. Again, ir's a leaseback
arrangement, but after e nine-pear
initiz] term there igllmtr]'lliuntut;un-
tinue to east ol o7 take up full-time
residence “Many Brits bupingintheis
furties or fifties choose o rent the
property oul, covering their mainge-
nanee coss bl withomne eveon mos-
ing ewvier Tinter, The key is that buyers
own the freshold,” Mr Martin edds.

A for finance, French banks have
areputation for cantion. but iF vou

Templiersin
Languedod, wihich ks
attracting interest

r,,i!l
L tromBrilish buyers

mest the criteria they are happy to
lencl. The good news is chat rates are
at the lowess they have boonin living
memary, “Basically voucan have a 25
vear, fixed-rate deal at virtually the
SAMEe rane &5 a fve-yoar deal would
ke available in the UE" savs joha
Bushy, from French home-loan ex-
ports AthenamoriEagescnm. As for
lending criteria, Mr Bushy says thege
arc based on affordabilice rather than
ronltiples of ineore “Uhey book at all
wour barrowiags, and if thess takeup
less lean 52 per cenl of VOHIF ETOSS
minthly earnings then they lend. As
For rental income, they will take &0
per cent of this into accnunt when
ikl a lending decision,™ he adds,

Chiee ot o cnutiom: the turbalence
i the currency markets means boy-
ers can find that between agreeing to
bul a propersy and paying for it the

coxthange rate can move sgaingt thein.
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crchange company Curcency Snlo-
tioms, recommends cabing et a faturs
or forward F contract to pro-
teat pourself againat an appreciating
curowiile sl being fres to ke ad-
vantage I che enro should weaken
further, as looks more likely.
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